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Parks have always staged events and will continue to do so. However, due to growth in the demand for events and the need for parks to generate more commercial revenue, there is now greater pressure on parks to stage large scale events more frequently. 

The recommendations outlined below have been formulated as a response to this trend and the various disputes and controversies associated with it. 

There are already regulations that park authorities and event organisers need to adhere to when staging events in public spaces. The recommendations below relate specifically to issues regarding the effects of large scale events on park users, particularly where current rules are insufficient or unclear. 

Context, collaboration, and communication 

1. Decisions about whether to stage large scale events should be guided by an events policy / strategy, and there needs to be sufficient consideration of whether a park is a suitable venue for large scale events, and, if so, which events are appropriate for that particular park.

2. Council Officers need to make decisions about whether to stage large scale events in conjunction with Councillors, Friends groups and / or other local organisations. 

3. Communications with local residents about forthcoming events and their likely effects need to be improved. 

Income generation

4. Councils should pro-actively seek to host events that help to achieve wider policy objectives (e.g. health and well-being.) rather than responding to event proposals in a reactive / opportunistic manner. Ideally, events staged in public parks should be justified by other benefits rather than merely income. 

5. There needs to be more transparency about how income generated by local authorities from large scale events is used. Local residents should be told how much of the money earned is being spent on parks generally and how much is going to the specific park that hosted the event. 

Space and scale

6. A significant amount of park space and key amenities (e.g. playgrounds) should remain accessible to the public when events are being staged. 

7. Large scale events require large spaces, but they don’t necessarily have to be staged in established parks. Brownfield sites or other urban spaces awaiting development should be considered as alternative venues.  

Duration/Time

8. When considering event proposals, the length of time to assemble / de-rig and restore parks to their pre-event state needs to be taken into consideration. This includes a realistic assessment of the amount of time it will take to restore the aesthetic and functional qualities of park space. 

9. Where large scale events involve assembly / de-rigging processes, the scheduling and management of this work should prioritise (safe) access to park space. 

10. There should be an agreed limit on the number of large scale events that can be staged on a single site in any one year.

Minimising negative impacts

11. Large scale event projects need to meet recognised sustainability standards (e.g. ISO20121) and adhere to licensing / planning conditions to ensure that negative impacts are managed, mitigated and minimised. 

12. Codes of practice / best practice for a range of different events (Christmas, fun fairs, concerts, etc) should be developed. 

